Getting Your Joy Back!

“Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy
free spirit.” —Psalm 51:11-12

Joy is escaping many people today. For God’s people, many have had joy and

lost it. In the modern day vernacular of youth, there is a term used to describe
achieving a certain edge back. They often refer to getting “Their Swagger Back.” It’s
a certain way of carrying one’s self that speaks of confidence, and focus.

I want to look at the life of Simon Peter and take some key areas out of his life
that will be helpful to us in maintaining or restoring our joy. Peter’s life went on
the decline, but he came back to do a great work for the Lord and had a great
ministry. Almost every great servant of God mentioned in the Bile had some
marks of failure upon his life. These servants were able to respond to God’s
correction, come back to the Lord, and go on and do well.

The aim of this message is to share the human side of serving God: to show that
though Christians weaken, God expects them to come back and live for Him.
Most of the great saints had times of sin and weakness. For example, Moses was
a great man of God chosen to lead the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage.
God’s hand was upon him in a mighty way, yet Moses was not allowed to cross
Jordan and go into the Promised Land. Because of his disobedience, Moses was
taken on to be with the Lord; and Joshua stood in his place to lead the children of
Israel into the land of Canaan.

Another example was Abraham whom the Bible calls a “friend of God” (II
Chronicles 20:7). God told him to leave his Father’s house, follow Him, and He



would make of him a great nation. Abram, who became Abraham, did follow the
Lord; yet Abraham weakened. He used poor judgment. He actually lied about his
wife, referring to her as his sister. In spite of that, the book of Romans describes
Abraham as a man who believed God, a man of righteousness. He was a servant
who staggered not at the promises of God.

Although you may have allowed sin to control your life and cause you to
stumble along the way, I hope and pray that you will take new courage today
and see that you can still be used of God. The Lord is not through with you.
He wants you to come back to Him.

Read the story of David whom God says was a man after His own heart. Yet most
of us are familiar with the sin of David. But, David came back to the Lord. He

of thy salvation.” T want the joy of the Lord back in my life again. David paid dearly
for his sin, but he was known as a man after God’s own heart. Throughout the
Bible are found great servants of God whose lives have been tainted by sin, but
who have been forgiven and again blessed. They got their joy back!




